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MISCELLANEOUS COLONIAL DOCUMENTS. 



From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



continued. 



Papers in Regard to Captain Thomas Gardner. 1 

Whitehall, 19th January, 1672. 
Capt. Gardner 

I have rec'd yo'r Letter of the 18th instant and having Com- 
municated it to his R. Highness hee hath Comanded mee to 
Signifie unto you his Pleasure that in yo'r Voyage to Virg'a 
you should Puncutally observe ye order Dated 3 January in- 
stant unto Capt. Stainsby, which he hath now Given you but 
in yo'r Returne from Virg'a in regard [ ?] their will be but one 
man of Warr with the Convoyes His R. Highness would have 
you come Directly to Plymouth with the merchant shipps, and 
Leave the Bristoll Shipps at their owner['s] Choice either to 
Come along w'th you to Plymouth there to find Convoy or to 
proceed into Severne alone. I am 

Yo'r affectionate friend 

Jo. Worden. 

For his Ma'ties service ffor S'r Jno. Worden K't and Bare't 
Secretarie to his R. Highness in Whitehall. 



1 Captain Gardiner, in command of The Adam and Eve, was in Vir- 
ginia in 1676 and captured Bacon on his first escape from Jamestown. 
This caused his arrest during " Bacon's Assembly," and his being im- 
prisoned and fined £70. 
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S'r 

I went Yesterday aboard the Happy returne and Rec'd from 
Capt. Stansby the Instructions for the Virg'a Convoy, (and 
upon perusall I find I must intreat yo'r further Directions for 
the performance of them ye London Virginians (before they 
Sailed hence) were soe Dissatisfied w'th orders to putt into 
Kingsale that they said they would rather venture without Con- 
voy then putt in there, for it would noe doubt destroy their 
Voyage now Sir if I Over take them at Portsmouth or Ply- 
mouth shall I goe on with them, or make for Ireland, at our 
returne from Virg'a I was ordered to see the Bristoll shipps 
safe in the mouth of Severne soe that I shall be first to neglect 
one or the other, therefore I Humbly begg a line fro[m] you 

to S'r 

yo'r Humule serv't 

Tho. Gardiner, 

Downes from aboard his Ma'ties hired shipp Barnaby. Jan. 
1 8th, 1672. 



Att a meeting of the Governor and Councell at James Citty 
the ffirst of August, 1673. 

Whereas, Complaint hath beene made by Capt. Tho. Gardner 
Commander of his Ma'ties shipp the Barnaby that some P'son 
or P'sons have most Unjustly bought severall sayles lately 
taken and belonging to the Cutter w'ch of Right of warr be- 
longs to those who Tooke her, you are hereby ordered upon 
sight hereof to Cause Restitution to be made of the said sayles 
and what else Did properly belong to the said Cutter unto the 
said Capt. Gardner or whome elce he shall send to Demand the 
same, as you will Answer the Contrary. 

Vera Copia 

Test 

Tho. Ludwell, Seer. 

To Coll. Powell at Kickotan. 



miscellaneous colonial documents. 25 

Proceedings of Virginia Council, August, 1673. 

Att A meeting of the Governor and Councell at James Citty 
the ffirst August, 1673. 

Present S'r Wm. Berkely, Kn't Governor &c. 

Tho. Ludwell, seer. Hen. Corbyn. 

Edw. Diggs esq'r. Nicholas Spencer esq'r. 

It is ordered that John Litchington master of the shipp mary 
of London lately unhappyly burnt by the Dutch shipps of warr 
have free leave to take to his and the rest of the owners use all 
Gunns Iron work sayles Riggins and w'telce belongs to the 
said shipp and all P'sons who have saved anything belonging 
to the said shipp are hereby Required to deliver it unto him 
as they will Answer the Contrary at their P'ls and all other 
P'sons inhabiting in this Colony whom this may Concerne are 
Required to Discover unto him in whose hands any ot tne said 
Goods are, and this order shall Extend to all other masters of 
shipps lost in the late invasion. 

Test 

Tuo. Ludwell, sec. 

Att A meeting of the Governor and Councell at James Citty 
the ffirst August, 1673. 

S'r Wm. Berkeley, Kn't Governor &c 

S'r Hen. Chickeley. Coll. Spencer. 

Tho. Ludwell, see'r. Coll. Parke. 

Coll. Warner. esqrs. 

Coll. Bacon Hen. Corbyn. 

Whereas, wee are Given to Under stand by the Comon Dis- 
course of severall masters of shipps and other P'sons who 
(how ignorant soever they are of the Place) doe yett affirme 
poynt Comfort to be soe Oppertune a Place for a fort that if 
there had bene one there, it had Prevented the late losse of 
Severall Shipps by the Dutch shipps of warr, and whereas 
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upon former Experience of the Depths of water in that Pas- 
sage wee are well Satisfied of the Inconvenence of that Poynt 
for the Purpose afore menconed, yett that wee may Give a 
Gen'll Satisfacon in it as may be It is hereby ordered, that 
some London and other Bristoll mast'rs doe before this fleet 
Sayle goe with the Secretarie, Capt. Gardner and Capt. Cot- 
terell who are hereby Desired to be p'rsent and to take Mr. 
Trinniman of Eliz. River with them and sound the whole 
Channel in out and Athwart the said Poynt and Give us a 
Report of the same under their hands how they find it. 

Upon the Pe'con of severall masters of shipps who were 
taken and burnt by the late invasion of the Dutch for the Re- 
paym't of the Duty of Two shillings & a peny P hogshead the 
tobacco being lost before it was Exported According to the 
President in the like Case in the last warr, and the bills which 
were posted for the said Duty being paid away upon the Coun- 
trys Credit and the Gen'll Acco'ts Stated and Transmitted for 
England it is impossible to returne them in Kind, it is there- 
fore ordered that all those who shall bring Certificates from 
the severall Colectors of what they Really have Lost and paid 
for shall have Creditt by them Selves or there Assignes for the 
shipping of the Like Quantity of Tobacco on the same ye next 
veare. 



Order in Regard to Fort, 1673. 

By the Governor & Capt. Gen'll of Virg'a. 

Whereas, Mr. Throphilus Hone and Mr. Wm. Drummond 
w'th Mr. Nathen Page dec'd did neare a Twelve month Since 
Contract and Engage w'th the Commission'rs of the Associa- 
tion of James Citty to build a fort of such Dimentions as 
therein is Expressed & by a Certaine time long since lapsed 
the Neglect whereof and the Councell takeing into our Con- 
sideration together with the Danger now Threatened from the 

Dutch did aboute the of Aprill last order the said Drom- 

mond & Hone forthwith to goe about the building the said 
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fort and to make the Carriages for the Ordnance and to Lay 
the Bricks allready made untill more shalbee reddy burnt, in 
w'ch particular they have & Doe proceed soe Negligently and 
Contrary to the meanering of the said ord'r that I have thought 
fitt to require them and I doe in his Ma'ties name require them 
the said Hone and Drommond to App'r before mee and the 
Councell at James Citty whensoever they shall be thereunto 
Called then and theire to give an Acco't of their Neglect and to 
be Punished as their Offence shall Merritt. Given und'r my 
hand this 7th of May, 1673. 

As in Obedience to the within written order Wee whose 
names are hereunder Written doe Testifie that wee have found 
a Channell from poynt Comfort A mile broad and better that 
is to say from Poynt Comfort to sandy Poynt Right Opposite 
3 fathom of Water which was the Least wee found Navigable 
from the sea into James River 

This was done before mee being pr'sent According to the 
w'thin Written order the 8th Aug'st, 1673. 

Tho. Ludwell, Seer. 
Benjamin Trenaman 
Wm. Chichester Pilate 
Robt. Griffin. 
Tho. Applewaite. 

Wee whose names are subscribed being by the Appoyntm't 
of the R't Hon'blt S'r Wm. Berkeley Kn't Gov'r on the poynt 
Called Poyne Comfort at the time when the above written 
Sounding was made to the Intent that wee should Judge of 
the Distance from the Shoare to the boates which were brought 
to Anchor on 3 fathom water in the Narrowest Place wee doe 
Certifie that to the best of our Judgm'ts these boates were 
above a mile when they were at Anchor. 

Tho. Gardiner, 
Edw. Price, 
Fra. Kirkman. 
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May it please yo'r Honor according to the best of my Judg- 
ment I Judge it to be neare A mile or thereaboute. Witness 
my hand 

Edw. Cotterell. 



Proceedings of a Court Martial, October 21, 1673. 

At A Court Marshall held At James Citty The 21st October, 
1673. 

S'r Wm. Berkeley, Capt. Gen'll. 

S'r Hen. Chicheley, L't Gen'll. 
Present : 

Coll. Nath. Bacon. Lt. Coll. Augs. Warner. 

Coll. Robt. Wynn. Lt. Coll. John Leare. 

Coll. Kemp. Lt. Coll. Mason. 

Coll. Wm. Cole. Major Edw'd Hill. 

Coll. Joseph Bridger. 

Whereas, It Appeares that Rich'd Clarke in Contempt of 
Authoritly And to the Comand of his Lt. Coll. Daniell Parke 
Esq'r Did uppon the Lawfull Comands of the said Lt. Coll. 
give Mutinous Language Struke his said Officer and Refused 
the Obeying of A Warrant for Repareing to his Colours the 
Enemy' being then in the Country which Mutinus Contempt 
of his Deserves the Severest punishment Yett Notwithstand- 
ing this Court for this his first fault and as farr as in them 
lies to Mitigate Soe High a Punishment have order'd that the 
said Clarke forthwith give bond with Good Security for pay- 
ment of Tenn pounds Sterling upon Demand And for Per- 
formance of this whole Order which some is to goe towards 
the Buying of Armes for the Regiment to which the said 
Daniell Parke Esq'r is Lt. Coll. And uppon the next Muster 
Day that the said Clarke on his Knees at the head of the said 
Lt. Coll. Company And on the head of Capt. Cheslyes Com- 
pany with a Laudable Voice Aske the said Lt. Coll. Pardon 
for this soe Greate A fault, in these Words, I Rich'd Clarke 
Doe hereby freely And openly Acknowledge in the p'rsence of 

'The enemy was the Dutch fleet. 
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God And before this Company that I have beene Very Con- 
temptuous to Authority And have Pertiarlarly disobeyed the 
Comand of Lt. ColL Daniell Parke to Repaire to my Colours 
when our Dutch Enemies where Lately in the Country And 
Doe Alsoe Acknowledge that I Did Resist the said Lt. Coll. 
for which I Hartily aske him forgiveness And that the said 
Clarke pay all Costs And Charges alsoe. 



Papers in Regard to Bruton Glebe. 

To the Right Hono'ble S'r William Berkeley K't Governor &c 
and the Hon'ble Councell of Virginia 

Thomas Ballard Esq'r on the behalfe of the inhabitants of 
Bruton Pish 

Humbly sheweth 

That by Pattent beareing date the 24th of November, 1637, 
300 acres of Land lying & being w'thin the s'd Pish of Bruton 
in the County of Yorke and neare Queens Creeke was granted 
to one John Broach whoe afterwards conveyed the same to 
one Thomas Gerrard from whome by one and severall meane 
conveyances it came into the possession of Doc Jerimiah Har- 
rison dec'd whoe by his last will in writing devised the same to 
ffrances his wife whoe afterwards intermarried w'th Capt. 
Giles Brent lately dec'd whoe by conveyance from the s'd 
ffrances before marriage as yo'r Petition'r hath beene Credibly 
informed or by some other meanes became seized of the s'd 
Land. Now may it plase yo'r Honor John Broach the first Pat- 
tentee being an alien borne the s'd Land did upon his death 
Escheat to his Maj'tie Notw'thstanding which Escheat the in- 
habitants of the s'd pish unwilling to p'rjudice the of any 
p'son how eake soever Did request the Hono'ble Mr. Secre- 
tary & Coll. Daniell Parke Esq'r to purchase ye right of Giles 
Brent Jun. sonne & heire of the s'd Capt. Giles Brent dec'd 
which they accordingly did paying for the same 50IS. sterl and 
have since Assigned over the same as a Glebe to the s'd pish 
for the better securing of which land as afores'd. 
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Yo'r Petition'r humbly prayes y'r a writt may bee directed 
by the Escheator of Virginia to enquire by a Jury whether 
the s'd Land did Escheate to his Maj'tie and if it bee found to 
Escheat if the same may bee granted the inhabitants paying the 
Usuall Composition. 

And they will ever pray &c. 

Will Berkeley. 
This Petition is granted. 

By the Govern'r and Capt. Gen'll of Virginia. 

Whereas, I am informed y't there is a certaine Tract of Land 
in Yorke County about 300 acres lately in the possession of 
Capt. Giles Brent dec'd & formerly taken up by John Brock 
which is supposed to Escheate to his Maj'tie these are there- 
fore in his Maj'tie name to will & require you to yssue yo'r 
warrant to the Sheriffe of the said County of Yorke to impan- 
nell an able Jury of twelve of the nearest inhabitants to the s'd 
Land to enquire whether it doth Escheat to his Sacred Maj'tie 
or not for which this shalbee yo'r sufficient warrent. 

Given under my hand this 20th November, 1674. 

Will. Berkeley. 
To the Escheator Gen'll 

of Virginia or his deputy. 

Whereas, I have receaved a warrant from the Right Hon- 
o'ble the Govern'r to cause Jury to bee impannelled for enquir- 
ing whether the land formerly in the possession of John Brock 
dec'd and lying on Queens Creeke in the pish of Bruton for- 
merly knowne by the name of Midle towne pish which Land 
is since purchased by the s'd pish for Gleab doth Escheat to 
his s'd Maj'tie or not These are therefore in his Maj'tie name 
to will & require you to Sumon an able Jury of the nearest & 
[ ? ] inhabitants whereof the Major p'te to bee of Hamp- 
ton pish to meet mee at the parsonage house on the s'd Gleab 

on the 12th of this instant January the and there to 

enquire into such matters and things concerning the s'd Land 
as shall then bee given them in charge hereof faile not as you 
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will answere the Contrary at yo'r p' ill Given under my hand 
this 5th of January, 1674. 

Thomas Ludwell, Escheator. 
To the Sheriffe of Yorke or his deputy. 

Executed this 9th day of January, 1674. 

p me Gideon Macon, Sub sh[eriff]. 



Appointment of Lord Dunmore as Governor. 
[Endorsement] 

Montagues letter announcing death of Botetourt & appt. of 
Dunmore. 1770. 

Londo', Dec'r 8, 1770. 
Gentlemen 

As the London Gazette has promulged the severe Loss of 
your Colony in the Death of your late noble Govern, we must 
give Credit to it, tho' his Nephew the Duke of Beaufort or 
any of his Lordship's Agents or Servants have never received 
the least Intelligence of so distressing an Event. 

I am now to inform you that his Majesty has removed Lord 
Dunmore from New York as his Successor ; Gov. Tryon goes 
to New York & a Mr. Martin from hence is appointed for 
North Carolina. 

I wish I could say any Thing with Certainty as to the State 
of Publick Affairs, but we still continue in a State of Doubt 
whether "War or Peace is to prevail. All we are told is 

That a Negotiation is carrying on. 

I have the Honor to be, Gentl'n, 

Y'r most obed't humble Serv't, 

Edw'd Montagu. 



Petition of Francis Jackson, Soldier. 

[Endorsement] 

Pet'n of Fran's Jackson a wounded Soldier 13th Nov'r, '64 
reason & ,£40 & ^56 Amt. 
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To the hon'ble the Speaker & Gent of the House q£ Burgesses. 

Francis Jackson 

Humbly sheweth, That he was a Volunteer in Capt. Charles 
Lewis's Company of Militia stationed at Fort Dinwiddie in the 
County of Augusta last Summer and in an Engagement with 
the Enemy in the Month of May he received a Wound in his 
Back through his Sholder which has cost him a considerable 
Sum to a Doctor in Endeavouring to cure him but hitherto 
without Success whereby he is rendered unable to support him- 
self by Labor. He therefore prays the Consideration of this 
Hon'ble House and such Relief under his Misfortune as shall 
be thought reasonable. 

(to be continued) 



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL AND GENERAL 
COURT, 1622-1624. 



From the Originals in the Library of Congress. 



(continued.) 



[page 40] [26] 

Richard Grove 1 servant to M' proctor swome and 
Examined sayeth that y e said wench hath often tymes 
rann away and that shee some tymes Corected, for 



'These depositions are in continuation (from the last number) of the 
case of John Procter, charged with cruel, and even murderous, treat- 
ment of his servants. Those now given show him in an even worse 
light than the former ones. It looks as if his neighbors, as frequently 
happens, would not tell the truth about him. 



